
VOLUNTEER 
PROGRAMME 2017



This edition of the Veerayatan newsletter describes the experience of the participants in the 
inaugural Veerayatan Volunteer Programme 2017 which took place with the blessings of Acharya 
Shri Chandanaji Maharaj between 29 July and 10 August 2017 in the serene and lush setting 
of the Veerayatan campus at Rajgir in Bihar. Fourteen youths of varying ages between 14 and 
20 - predominantly Jain and of Indian origin - came from England, Kenya, Dubai and USA to 
participate in the ten days of activities that had been planned with the aim of giving the youth 
opportunities to:

• Give selfless service to the local people of Bihar – both children and adults – Bihar being  
 one  of the poorest and most backward states in India
• See first-hand the work of Veerayatan and the difference it is making to the lives of people  
 in Bihar through the practice of compassion in action
• Develop deeper understanding of the Jain religion
• Make friends with all the volunteers from various parts of the world
• Develop skills such as teaching skills, public speaking skills, language skills, time    
 management skills, and team working. 
• Develop deeper appreciation of, and gratitude for, the opportunities the volunteers   
 themselves have had in their own lives 
• See the difficult life led by the rural communities in this part of India and understand the  
 importance of education to transform lives

The programme would not have been possible without the support and time given by the 
sadhvijis and support staff resident at the Veerayatan Rajgir campus and the Pawapuri campus 
and the excellent organisation of the facilities made available to the volunteers.



Friendships
Volunteers formed friendships not only with each other but with the children at school and with 
people with the Rajgir campus. Here are some comments from the volunteers:
 
 ‘One of the best parts of the trip was the friends I made as previously I was nervous but I 
almost instantly befriended everyone.  It was a major factor to why I was able to enjoy this trip.’

 ‘My experience at Veerayatan was great. I built relationships with Indian students that I never 
would have been able to form without the experience that is volunteering. The school children loved 
hearing about America and my own culture the very same way that I loved to hear about their lives 
and their culture.’

 ‘….. and spending some of the afternoons painting little pots with Vaishnavi was amusing and 
showed me how terrible my Hindi is….’

Appreciating their own Lives
As a result of the experiences they had on the trip,  the volunteers themselves reflected that 
they were grateful for all they had in their lives including good education, a healthy diet, and 
a family who had been supportive and given them a wonderful start in their lives. One of the 
volunteers also commented that he applauded the vision and foresight of Acharya Shriji in 
opening the schools at Pawapuri and Lachchuar in Bihar as otherwise he had seen, on the route 
to a sightseeing trip to Bodhgaya, how these rural communities lived in great poverty and would 
continue in an endless cycle where generation after generation would live their entire lives - from 
birth to youth to parenthood to old age - within the confines of a few hundred kilometres and 
never get an education to widen their horizons. Here are some comments from the volunteers:

 ‘From the things we’ve seen, we’ve all learnt to be more grateful for our everyday lives, as 
one thing we might take for granted, one other child may not have. For example, when we drive 
to the school, we see children with no stable housing, clothes or food.’ 

	 ‘The	event	that	affected	me	greatly	during	this	trip	was	during	the	drive	to	Bodh	Gaya	seeing	
people from the lowest caste in India living in straw huts surrounded by waste. This was a very thought 
provoking moment which made us all realise how lucky we are and how we take the smallest things 
for granted.’

How	did	the	volunteers	benefit	from	taking	part	in	the	
Volunteer Programme?



Undertaking seva and giving selflessly
The volunteers got to appreciate the meaning of seva and giving selflessly. Many volunteers 
commented on how hard Acharya Shriji has worked as they saw the beautiful surroundings 
of the campus at Rajgir and the school at Pawapuri. Not only this but they were extremely 
impressed with the standard of the schools and the hospitals. They learnt the importance of 
ensuring that if you do something, ensure you do it very well!

 ‘…… walking around the Veerayatan campus and school has made it clear that Acharya 
Chandanaji’s vision of “compassion in action” is a reality. From nothing on this land to a fully 
functioning school, hospital and community of religious practice is truly amazing. The continuous 
expansion of Veerayatan to other states and countries has taught me that there is no such thing as an 
end to seva. What made this experience even more special was the fact that we were in the birthplace 
of	Mahavir	Bhagwan.’

	 ‘I	was	thoroughly	impressed	by	the	professionality	of	both	the	hospital	and	the	school.	Both	
were	smoothly	run	and	operated	and	appeared	to	be	very	efficient	at	their	use	of	resources	to	service	
output. Clearly this can be traced to the fact that the people working there believe in what they’re 
doing and the overall goal of Veerayatan. Everyone has been openly friendly and kind and I truly 
believe in Veerayatan’s goals and methods of reaching them.’



 ‘Taking part in this Veerayatan camp has been a great opportunity for me to learn about Acharya 
Shriji’s amazing work. From the school in Pawapuri to the eye hospital in the Rajgir campus, I’ve 
witnessed the true embodiment of seva, shiksha and sadhana. I loved teaching at the school and seeing 
how eager all the students were to learn, especially the Harikeshiya School students. Even with a 
language barrier, their commitment to their education was very inspiring. The eye hospital also exceeded 
my	expectations	through	its	efficiency	and	dedication	to	helping	everyone	and	as	many	people	they	can.	
Every	doctor	and	staff	member	I’ve	talked	to	have	been	so	enthusiastic	in	their	work	and	seva	that	they	
no longer view it as just a job.’

The value of education
The volunteers appreciated the value of education through the work Veerayatan is doing, from 
what they saw around and through teaching and communicating with the students. Here are 
some of their comments:

 ‘…. I now understand the incredible vision of Acharya Shri Chandanaji Maharaj. As we were 
driving	to	Bodhgaya,	amidst	the	beautiful	surroundings,	there	were	these	small	villages	just	made	from	
mud. I saw a grandfather and a little boy and I thought to myself that this little child’s life will be no 
different	from	the	life	of	his	grandfather.	And	this	is	when	I	really	understood	the	vision	of	Acharya	
Shriji in changing this vicious cycle! Until now I had heard about the great work of Acharya Shriji but 
today her work has impacted on me…’

	 ‘….	The	fact	that	they	(students	from	Harikeshiya	school)	came	from	such	difficult	childhoods	
when	compared	to	ours,	with	children	as	young	as	5	taking	time	off	school	to	work	in	rice	paddies	to	
get an income for their family, whilst being able to keep a big smile on their faces was inspiring. Their 
eagerness to learn was humbling and the rate at which they caught on and understood what we taught is 
impressive.’

 ‘I feel there is a lot of potential for the students to move up in life and gain a better education. 
What	I	especially	liked	was	the	promotion	of	education	for	women	which	in	Bihar	is	rare	and	is	
allowing them to succeed as well.’

 ‘As I walked round the class asking children what they would like to do in the future, I heard a 
variety incredible answers, one being: “I would like to be a software engineer, as I would like to create 
new	technology	in	the	agricultural	field	because	farmers	throughout	India	struggle	very	much.”	Majority	
of these children chose careers with the intention to give back to the community in one way or another. 
What a positive way to use the education given to us!’

 ‘Doing dancing and singing with the children at the Harikeshiya School was heart warming, 
seeing the energy and eagerness they had to be a part of the activities was unbelievable and has taught 
me to appreciate the moment as it comes.’



Spiritual learning
During the 10 days volunteers did spiritual learning with Sadhanaji Maharaj and Sampragyaji 
Maharaj. They had many questions and doubts about the Jain religion and philosophy. The 
sadhvijis were able to answer questions in an understandable way. The volunteers were amazed 
with the modern interpretation of Mahavir Bhagwan’s teachings and were taken back with 
some of the knowledge which they had not heard before. 

 ‘After having left for university abroad, I have lost touch with both the spiritual and seva practice 
of Jainism. This week has been important for me in terms of reconnecting with Jainism. Sadhviji’s talks 
have been key in reminding me of important concepts of Jainism previously learnt and given me a chance 
to ask questions of doubt.’

 ‘I was inspired by the modern take on Jainism that the Sadhvijis had, as well as the emphasis 
on looking at most aspects of the religion in a positive light. For example, instead of talking about 
not	doing	this	and	that	with	regards	to	ahimsa,	we	should	make	an	effort	to	help	others	and	make	a	
difference.’

Sightseeing opportunities
The hard work of the volunteers was intermingled with some sightseeing which included a trek 
to Vaibhargiri Hill overlooking the Veerayatan campus where there are some auspicious temples 
on the very soil where Lord Mahavir once roamed. An outing to Bodhgaya, the most auspicious 
pilgrimage site for Buddhists, really captivated the volunteers – not just the beautiful temples at 
Bodhgaya including an eighty foot high statue of Lord Buddha, but also the beautiful scenery 
on the route there and back where the volunteers witnessed how poverty stricken the rural 
population can be living in mud huts long distances from any facilities. A visit to the ruins of the 
ancient Nalanda university, the foremost centre of learning between the 7th and 12th centuries 
AD, and to local Jain sites near Rajgir steeped in Jain history were also rewarding trips for the 
volunteers.


